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Mr. Harpal Singh
Chairman — Nanhi
Chhaan Foundation

The Chairman’s Message

Dear Friends,
Greetings from the Nanhi Chhaan Foundation!!

Ever since we started the Nanhi Chhaan National Essay Contest in 2013, we have received
an overwhelming response from schools and students across the country. As you would know, last
year, on the successful completion of the 10th edition of the Contest, the essay contest program was
particularly impressive with it being co-hosted by three of Dehradun’s, and the country’s, most
prominent schools viz The Welham Girls School, The Welham Boys School and the Doon School.

This year in our 11th edition, the programme was co-hosted by Navrachana International School in
Vadodara, Gujarat. Approximately 50,000 students from all States of the country wrote on the
topic: “Greed overtakes Need - Is a reset necessary?”. We envisaged The Nanhi Chhaan
National Essay Contest as a platform for the youth of the country to engage on and subsequently
advocate for some of the most fundamental issues facing our society today. To make such a
platform effective and resonant, we will continue to reach out to a large swathe of the school-going
population so that the issues we raise and debate create a strength of voice and thought that
becomes difficult to be ignored.




The Chairman’s Message

Some of the memorable moments of this years essay contest event began with the two sessions with our esteemed
panel of judges, Dr. Divyabhanusinh Chavda, Mrs. Priyadarshini Raje Scindia and Mr. Gulam A. Vahanvaty. The
conversations with students and the finalists unquestionably provided enough food for thought for many years into
the future. A real highlight of the programme was an exciting visit to the Statue of Unity - the worlds tallest statue.
The tour included the impressive sound and light show providing a memorable cultural experience.

The Navrachana school auditorium saw the final event where the host school enacted a wonderful dance and skit on
the Nanhi Chhaan objectives of protecting girls and empowering women, planting trees and protecting the
environment and of promoting inter faith harmony touched hearts like little else. You can be proud of your students,
as we were, as one parent and teacher said on hearing the students, “ We are happy the country is in good hands “.

A real highlight of course was the presence of Mr Ashok Khosla as chief guest for the two day event. His sharing of
thoughts on his life and on the environment and sustainability, is a lesson to be learnt by us all.

The growth and reach that we have witnessed in just 11 years reinforces our ambition to making this essay contest a
platform for change and next year we hope to substantially improve participation. The help of well wishers is
acknowledged with thanks, with the hope that similar support will be forthcoming in coming years as well.




Mr. Ashok Khosla
(Environmentalist)

The 2024 Nanhi Chhan Essay Contest, appropriately hosted by the Navrachana International School in
Vadodara, an institute manifestly dedicated to excellence and relevance in education, brought together
young minds from across India to address one of the most pressing challenges of our time - the climate
crisis. It was inspiring for the essay judges and guests to hear from students of different ages and from
diverse backgrounds demonstrating their deep understanding of environmental issues and present
innovative solutions through their thoughtful essays and spoken interventions.. The participants showed
remarkable awareness of climate change impacts, from rising sea levels and extreme weather events to
human lives and livelihoods, affecting their own communities.

In their writings, the students articulated not just concern, but also hope and determination to create
positive change through sustainable practices, adoption of renewable energy, conservation of biodiversity
and community engagement. Many essays highlighted the importance of indigenous knowledge and local
solutions, proving that our youth understand the importance of combining traditional wisdom with modern
approaches. This platform provided an outstanding opportunity for students to engage in meaningful
dialogue, exchange ideas, and learn from one another, fostering a deep sense of responsibility and
collective action. The passion and insight demonstrated by these young writers gives us confidence that
the next generation is well-equipped to tackle the environmental challenges ahead and lead us toward a
more sustainable and resilient future.




Dr. Divyabhanusinh Chavda
(Social Worker)

The Nanhi Chhaan Foundation's Essay Competition is a remarkable
programme of talent spotting in young minds. It was a privilege for
me to be a part of  this year's contest
I was amazed to see the youngsters interacting with us. They
displayed remarkable insights into the subject of the essays with
their own take on it which speaks not only of the meticulous
selection process of the Foundation, but also it is a testament of the
young talent in the students themselves

The programme in Vadodara was faultlessly organized by the
Foundation. My congratulations to you all.

It is heartening to record my impression that with the talent we saw
in the young students, leads me to conclude that there is no doubt
that they will play a significant part in the future of our country.
My hearty congratulations and good wishes for the programme and
the Foundation in times to come

Dr. Divyabhanusinh Chavda
(Social Worker)

My Dear Harpal and Team,

I once again thank you for the privilege of being invited for the

Nanhi Chhaan Essay Competition in Vadodara. It was an
enlightening experience and which will remain etched in my
memory for a long time.

The organizing by you and your team was meticulous to the last
detail. The school also provided an appropriate setting for the
contest. The interaction with the 15 finalists was very uplifting
with the realization that the future of our great nation is in safe
hands.

You and your Team should be very proud of the success of the
‘Nanhi Chhaan’ Essay competition in Vadodara.




Theophane D’Souza
Principal
Navrachana International
School, Vadodara - 1B

The Principal’s Message

It was an absolute honour to host the grand finale of the Nanhi Chaan National Essay Writing
Competition, a platform that empowers young minds to engage with the pressing issues of our
time.

The selection of the top 15 essays from over 30,000 submissions for the grand finale is a true
testament to the talent and passion of our youth across the country. During the finale, these
exceptional students had the opportunity to present their ideas, engage in meaningful
discussions, and demonstrate their understanding on a new and thought-provoking topic. The
finale was not just a celebration of the winners but a celebration of the power of words, a
celebration of the journey of learning and exploration.

It was also a great honour for NISV to have had the esteemed presence of Dr. Khosla as the
Chief Guest, along with Her Highness Mrs. Priyadarshini Raje Scindia, Mr. Gulam
Vahanvaty, and Dr. Divyabhanusinh Chavda, who served as judges for the event. Their erudite
interaction with the finalists and the senior students of NISV was an immense source of
inspiration to us all, as they shared their own journeys as change makers.

NISV was both honoured and grateful to have been a part of the inspiring Nanhi Chaan
movement, founded by Mr. Harpal Singh, which continues to be a true ‘force for good.’

Let us continue to celebrate the spirit of inquiry and expression that Nanhi Chaan embodies.




Winners of 11*" Nanhi Chhaan School Essay Contest
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" Anubhav Verma
i f < YPS, Patiala

* WINNER * Cash Prize (Student) — INR 30,000
SE Y Cash Prize (School) — INR 15,000
y NGO (Selected by Student) —
15,000

Ayaan Shah
he Scindia School
Gwalior

Cash Prize (Student) — INR 20,000
Cash Prize (School) — INR 10,000
NGO (Selected by Student) —
10,000




Prizes for all the Participants - Titan Smart Watch

Prizes for 30 of the best — 4 Days Personality development programme sponsored
by NU (NIIT University) at their Neemrana Campus, Rajasthan.




Navrachana International
School, Vadodara ——

Welcomes the Dignitaries to
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2014 - Dowry is illegal &
immoral

7

2015 - Gender equality is the
only way forward

2016 - Refugees are our
collective concern

2017 - Child marriage — it
must be stopped

2018 - Empowering women —
will society benefit?

-
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M)
2019 - How to promote greater
harmony amongst different

religions?

DI

Our
Journey

In 11
years

(Essay
Topics)

|

2020 - Impact of the Covid-19
pandemic on Society and

Environment

2021 - How can compassion heal
humanity and the planet

2022 — Indian Culture What does it
Mean

i
i
o

2023 — Diversity is the Essence of
India

=

\

2024 — Greed Overtakes Need — Is a
reset necessary

N

J,




' 2014 — Maneckshaw Centre — J

New Delhi 2020 — The Kalyani School —
S Pune Online

@

2015 - Vasant Valley School —

Vasant Kunj Our 2021 - The Kalyani School —
Pune Online

2016 - Vasant Valley School — | Journ €y
In11

Vasant Kunj

2022 - The Scindia School

N Gwalior
2017 - Sri1 Sankara School - Yea 'S
Chennai

o

—~

(H ost 2023 - The Doon School,
2018 - Sri Sankara School - ) Welham Girls’ School, Welham |

_ Chennai Schools) Boys” School

a

~ 2019 - The Kalyani g 2024 — The Navrachana

3 School - Pune 3 International School - Vadodara )




Statue of Unity- Gujarat
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"M Gulam A. Vahanvaty, M:é.__lﬁ'iyadarsh‘h i Raje Scindia, Mrv
Harpal Singh , Mr::Ashok Khosla, DeDiWabhanusinh Chavda,
Theophane D’Souza

Top 15 Finalists




Welcome t0

NU  NITUNIVERSITY N[J

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE FUTURE

Rajendra S Pawar
(Chairman & Co — Founder
NIIT Ltd.)

Top 30 Participants got
the opportunity to be a
part of the 4 Days NIIT
University Personality
Development Programme

at Neemrana




Bl g o g bt e, |

Interactive Sessions by NIIT
University Professors




A Trip to Neemrana Fort




Listening Tree — A session with Mr. R.S Pawar
— Chairman NIIT Ltd.
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- City school to host
~ essay contest ﬁnale

Times News Nerwork

\Tatlandllfl- City-based Nav-

International
Sd:l.ool will host the grand
finale of the “lith Nanhi
Chhaan National School
Essay Contest 2024' on Nov
13.

The national-level scho-

lists, and based on the ove- :
rall assessment by jury :
members, the winners will :

heannounced.

The topic for this year's :

contest was ‘Greed overta-

kes need - Is a reset necessa- :
ry’ and saw participation :
from 30,000 students repre- :
senting 200 schools from i

dlessay o —EUENTONNOV I3 oy

tiative  of
Manhi Chhaan Foundation

The semi-finals Df the
contest will be held on Nov
11, when the shortlisted fi-
nalists will write an essay
on a topic that will be sha-
red on the spot, On Nov13,a
panel discussion will be
conducted with the fina-

Ashok Khosla, chairman,
Development Alternatives;

Harpal Singh, chairman,
Nanhi Chhaan Foundation; |
Tejal Amin, executivechair- :

person and others,

across  the i

Two essays :
from each school were selec- !
ted after independent as- !
sessment, and shortlisted :
essayswere thenassessedby !
professors of Delhi Univer-
sity and Ashoka University.
The Mnale will be graced by

B PSR WY SR W P S O ———
gl ol el i WL uell ien wdhey ), salen aouly s sedsdl Bl
SUaeufie was e

% il waad] sm asadl s

sef v 3 nsttan Bidar BraefTaid 3 203 wnds 3o o

£216il 200 2nvsiic 30,000 [AcnilzriizA enx dien

Aa 254 [Aeia 2uai-dl
S1OA NISV bild Ao

EoL== 11 suf-faadian “eilod wyltwia wal @s A

midad] mmamen Geeaameem age WA e s Frei s sl 800 st
Al cuell i Amees wgs P sudd v sedsl i 1ol adsedlaa Brsae
LoLwan Wit Boudy Sudiv sain o ey i, St eyl aodd G seaiseeu
dw avuy ad ¥ud indl 0wl sood, f@Fadl mdae sl adl. sl
1 sl woisi wyfl el Gaa saasd e WAl ARE wonis iaea,
tasme wivan suk (awardl wdain sl Aa - lasaaties aiesaallae, aatia G-

Al e wan BEaA 330 wmad Sun am, el 8 ei0-lnen Awe sl

it e, Alhasyglia fausi-, ars-n Swgbe-
ucfl i erd-ime @2 1 A soeul wieowfl, 5 BueslE-dl aw Gl s
asuls o A (faasd A3 wmyla ssulfes sdsal, 8 Raasagfia wan
wram sl s B de eed- B (uan suddle Sladinse, dvs e
s wudl adl ¥ui cudll Guadl v dameendl) WA e WL awadl (e
sl fafan susufrs ol = wdiusdl 5 i wan sutdni o
Armraadlld W Aw Olu ol e .:3 wndhe witlaes wlbas sge, wRaa @
m-,q uwazse 11l e s @ A st e 0 (e 2o, sal@iaz 29
sy wiwmd  wdl, Wi widlaals

g g0 Fronts enma
e ek v, & o e, § Toua el url Gl

adlex : il 15l Aae e Foig 244l 2024+l s s18ad
YA AL e e, aded’ vid sud. ¥ 10
el sl 15 el sid-eai v edl s al eds
i 2uddl 200 il 30,000 Fall=0a oo dldl edl.
1L Al o9l Aaie 34 [Foly 2yl 20241 - (eud
s, 13l AR, 20240 A qm-oudl A i
wddl Rt Srexdand daul, Al 2 uf

AL NISV AL sumsl gl Aigls selsdl um 11
sl Al gl ol ou wlal addk weils vilual,
i, Jaayi-e s,  ewd Ris-wse, el ol
sl dva w1, AAGERR A, 193-S
Aandl, 5 Buelil u¥ Rl (fue aeuls sdsdl),
AL RoouqBie was (rud suadly Skerisr, dvs »a
dmaaidl) = ogar A, qe1adl (ead wdusd) et dl
s, [a¥dioia Ass Ald Sl Yaagd s vuot ddl.




Invoking all students to take the Nanhi Chhaan Anti Dowry Pledge

m, 3
Nanhi Chhaan

Save Environment, Save Girl Child, Save Humanity

Anti- Dowry Pledge \

| promise never to give and take dowry and pledge that\‘

-l wil not accept dowry or extravagant wedding gifts or favours
even if they are offered to me or my family

-l will not give any dowry or wedding gifts that are demanded of
me and my family and | will not associate with any family that
makes such a demand

-l will not marry/marry my daughters in to a family that gives or
takes dowry in any form.

-1 will not attend or support any weddings where | am aware
that dowry and/ or extravagant gifts have been demanded and
given

SAVE GIRL CHILD | take this pledge of my free will and seek internal strength to
e ) | B live up to my-commitment.
SAVE ENVIRONMENT
SA‘?E H-L]h'T—ANITY hi';nhi Chhaan Foundation
Bar Chem - GP -26, Maruti Industrial Area, Sector -18, Gurgaon 122015

Tel: +91- 124 2348125, 4278147 :
www.nanhichhaan.com www.nanhichhaan.com

wasannanhichhaan.comny
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